Dr. Gary A. Olson appointed Interim AVP, Academic Affairs for USF St. P...

1 of 1

https://web.archive.org/web/20041222202230/http://www1.stpt.usf.edu/...

>> News and Events > Dr. Gary A. Olson appointed Interim AVP, Academic Affairs

Dr. Gary A. Olson appointed Interim Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs
St. Petersburg, Fla. (April 28, 2003) – Earlier today, Dr. Ralph C. Wilcox, Interim Vice President and CEO announced the extension of Dr. Gary A. Olson’s appointment as Interim
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg, through June 30, 2004. Wilcox stated that “Dr. Olson has, throughout the past four
months, provided the campus with strong academic leadership during a time of immense change. He brings extensive experience in public higher education, in Florida, having served
on the faculty of the Department of English at USF, since 1985. Most recently, he has steered the campus through the process of hiring more than 50 new faculty and campus leaders
including the founding Deans of the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Business and Education. Above all, Olson has demonstrated a clear understanding of academic rigor and the need
for the strategic growth of distinctive programs on the regional campus. He represents an exceptional role model as a scholar-teacher, having authored or co-authored more than 15
books and 45 journal articles in the areas of rhetoric, composition, critical theory and cultural studies. A recent recipient of the President’s Award for Faculty Excellence, he has also
received extensive recognition for his outstanding teaching at the undergraduate level. Dr. Olson’s combined experience, vision and energy will serve the campus well as it continues its
emergence as a separate yet complementary campus of a premier, national research university”.
Dr. Karen White, incoming Vice President and CEO of the USFS St. Petersburg added, “I strongly support Dr. Wilcox's decision to reappoint Dr. Gary Olson as Interim Associate Vice
President for Academic Affairs for the 2003-04 academic year. Dr. Olson provides continuity in a time of institutional transition and a comprehensive knowledge of the academic
initiatives of the past year. His extensive publication record and demonstrated success in teaching will enable him to design and implement effective mentoring programs for the new
faculty.”
A national search to seek a permanent Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs at USF St. Petersburg will be conducted during the 2003-04 academic year.
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